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This inforration has been canpiled to rexjuest a determination of
hational Register eligibility for historie recomrces within the Foderalsburg
Iultiple Resource Arca, for Federalsburg's Coennnity Duevelopeuent Block Grant

program.

~ The overall boundaries of the Federalslwang Ialtinle Resource Zrea are
contiguous with the taowvn's present corporate boundaries, Within this area,
there are two historic districts, the West District and the East District,
and six buildings likely to be el:.g.\.ble individually for the National Register.

The present appearance of much of Federalsburg today reflects the town's
growth and prosperity in the 19th century as a milling, shipbuilding, shipoing,
and industrial center. The tavn's riverside location on the northivost fork
of the Nanticoke River, or Marshyhope Creck as it is now called, at an irportant
river crossing led to the development of water povered mills, a shipbuilding
industry, and to its popularity as a transportation and shipping center in
the 19th century and early 20th century.

The town first grew around the mills on the northern edge of the present
ton center. Exeter Mill, burnt in the early 20th century, appears to have
been in operation since the early 18th century; originally a grist and saw
mill operation, the camplex later included a carding mill and an iron furnace
in the 19th century. The town center itself grew along Main Street and Dridge
Street (now Central Avenue). First called "Pine Grove", then "Nortlmrest Fork
Bridge" and "Bridge", the town had stores, taverns and churches by the late
18th century. By 1793, the name was changed to Federalsburg, probably for the
Federalist party.

By ‘the mid-19th century, the saw mills were producing lumber for ships
built and launched at the wharves at the south end of town, where trading
ships tied up. Nothing remains of this area today. Throughout much of the
19th century, Main and Bridge remained the main streets, and the town had only
scattered buildings. In the closing decades of the century, Federalsburg
enjoyed a period of grovsth and prosperity, as a result of the town's industrial
development in the southern end of town in the area of the newly built railroad
tracks. The canning industry was especially important, with tomatoes a lead-
ing product. Other small industries located in this area were printing and
. paper plants and saw and flour mills. The town became a business and industrial
center for the surrounding area, due to its shipping facilities by river, rail-
road and roadways. The town was active in improving its roads, and was proud
of its innovative oyster shell roads which aided truck transportation.

The town's industrial growth brought a population increase and a demand
for new housing and services. By the turn of the century, Federalsburg con-
sidered itself one of the Eastern Shore's more progressive srmaller towns, with
rany new buildings, streets, and industries. This growth, and civic Wrc“'r-"
ments such as parks and public utilities, continued into the early decadcs of

the 20th century. /
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Federalsburg's historic resources largely reflect its period of
greatest growth from the mid 19th century to the early decades of the 20th
century, and are generally resicdential in character. Fov of Federalsburg's
carliest buildings remain within the limits of the Multiple Resource Arca.
Located north of Federalsburg however, and outside the boundaries of the
Multiple Resource Area, are Exeter, on the National Register, Herring Hill,
another local landrark, and the site of the Exeter mill conplex, all from the
town's carlier period.

Within the town, historic resources are concentrated along two of
Federalsburg's oldest streets. The Vest District is centered along Main
Street and several streets to the west of Main, and the East District is
concentrated in the area of East Central Avenue and adjoining streets. The
individual sites are located throughout Federalsburg, all on the west side
of the river,

WEST DISTRICT

The West District includes huildings on both sides of Main Street, fram
west of the intersection with Park Lane/Old Penton Road, to the intersection
with Railroad Avenue on the south. It also includes sections of Park Lane(3)
from North Main to Morris Avenue; a section of both sides of Greenridge Street(8),
west of Park Lane: and both sides of a section of West Central Avenuc(9-12)between
Main Street and Park Lane. The district is principally residential in
character; the downtown commercial section of Main and Central Avenues is
camposed of modern caommercial buildings, with only a few buildings of
architectural or historical significance.(7,13,14)

,. The northwest edge of the district, on North Main Street (1-7) (Bloomingdale
Avenue) , is sharply defined by rodern houses to the west on Bloomingdale.
Similarly, on Greenridge Street, modern houses to the west abruptly mark the
end of the district. Most of the houses excluded from the district on the
east side of Park Lane, on the block of Greenridge between Main and Park, and
on the other residential streets in the area west of Main Street, are either
of modern construction or of little architectural quality, and lack cohesiveness
in streetscape.

Most of the streets incliuded within the district were among the earliest
to be laid out: these streets, and many of the buildings still remaining today,
appear on historical atlases of the mid and later 19th century and/or on a
USGS quad map of 1905. These streets still largely reflect their turn of the
century appearance, with few intrusions or gaps.

Along these streets are good groupings of residences dating fram the mid-
19th century to the early 20th century, most in good condition and many
retaining their original decoration and/or' siding. Those with modern siding
retain their original form and same decoration. Uniformity of scale, height
(2-3 stories), construction (frame) setting (small to medium yards, one story
porches, and set near the street) help to unify the following several common
house types and create cohesive streetscapes. Several recurring house types
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appear: simple, two story gable-roofed, 2 or 3 bay wide houses with roof
ridge parallel to the street; L-shaped, two story Queen Anne inspired houses
with aprojecting,gable ended two story wing or three sided bayunit; Colonial
Revival derived two story cubical forms, 2 or 3 bays wide, with peaked roofs,
occasionally with a cross gable, Recardless of type, almost all houses have
one-story wooden porches. A few good quality, large bungalows are also inter-
spersed among these. The district also contains one of the fow reraining
houses from Federalsburg's earliest period, "Sandy Hill" (1791), on the south
end of Main Street. (19)

In addition to its residential buildings, the district has a few civic
and commercial buildings of interest, all on lMain Street. Nuttlds Store(3) at
the intersection of North Main and Park lLane, is a well preséxved one-story,
frame, cable ended conmercial building with many interior fixtures remaining
intact,and operated by the same family since early in this century. A smaller,
related frame cammercial structure is located on the opposite side of the
intersection. In the downtawn section, in the block of Main Street north of
Central Avenue are three conmercial buildings of interest. The Maryland
National Bank building, originally housing Federalsburg National Bank (established
in 1901), was built ca. 1904. A fine,small classical revival brick building
in very good condition, the bank has a less successful modern addition which
does not diminish the quality of the original building. (13,14)

The Masonic Building, built in 1919, housed a Ford dealership and the
Masons; on the 2nd floor, the first movies in Federalsburg were shown.(13,14)It
is a large, 2 story hip roofedstuccoed building with brick trim, with Colonial
Revival doorway, dormers, and arched windows on its second floor. The Family
Shoe Store, at 115 Main, opposite the Masonic building, is a small 19th century
2 story brick cammercial building, the only one remaining: it is in good con-
dition with much of its wood trim intact.

(15~19)

South on Main Street,Asouth of Central Avenuega 120 is a good two-story,
gable-ended camercial building with a two story wooden porch, in good con-
dition, and still in commercial use. (15)

Opposite this, on the southwest corner of Main and Maple, is the Methodist
Protestant Church. The church, established in 1901, bought this building, the
former Presbyterian Church and repaired and renovated it. In 1932, the tall
spire which was originally atop the tower burnt, and was not replaced. The
church today presents essentially the same appearance as in 1932, except for loss ¢
the spire and the more recent aluminum siding. (16)

At the south end of Main Street is the Federalsburg Railroad Station, on
the north side of the Delaware Railroad tracks. This is a well desiuned, late
nineteenth century station similar to several other stations on the Eastern
Shore. It is in excellent condition and still in use.
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EAST DISTRICT

/  The East District is a residential area located on the east side of
Marshyhope Creek, and is separated from the West District by the river. by
several rodern camercial buildings on both banks of the river and by open
space on the east bank (20). It is comprised of buildings on both sides of rost
of East Central Avenue, most of both sides of Liberty Street from East Central
- to Charbers, and a group of buildings along Davis Street. The district is
bounded on the south and east by modern houses and new industrial and carmercial
buildings, and by a group of small plain houses east of the district on East
Central Avenue. ;

East Central Avenue, (21-26) one of the original routes through Federalsburg,
still largely reflects its 19th-early 20th century appxarance, and prescnts an
unbroken, uniform streetscape of 2-3 story frane lhouses set close to the road
in small-medium size yards, all with one story porches, rmuch like streetscapcs
in the West District. Liberty Street (27-29) continues this kind of
streetscape and like East Central Avenue, most of the houses are of the types .
previously described in the West District and in a similar state of preservation.
An unusual house in this district is the house at 206 East Central, a Tudor-—-
bungalow cambination with double gabled front facade and simulated half-timber-
ing (22). Same of the nost substantial houses in the district are located on
the Vest end of East Central nearest the river, as at 120 and 122, (21).

On Davis St,, off East Central Avenue, is a group of houses (30-34) of a
somawhat different character but visually linked to the rest of the district
by a park-like setting and driveway, as well as historical association. These
are a group of small frame houses which at one time housed workers at the Davis
family poultry and feed campany. The Davis family lived nearby on East Central
Avenue. This street and buildings appear on the 1905 USGS map. The houses are
of two main types: larver gable ended, narrow two story houses with porches,
and smaller two story houses with a shed roofed addition to the side. At least
one of these, the Davis House at 109 A. Davis St. was moved here from Central Avent
in 1963 (30). The main 1% story section of it has been described as an important
exarple of early domestic architecture and frame construction in Caroline County
(MUT survey files). It was probably built by Cain Ross between 1794-1800, and
is one of the earliest buildings in Federalsburg. The west two story section
is a later addition, and resembles parts of the other buildings in this group.

Most of the buildings in the group are in good conditionand retain their
original clapboarding: one is shingled. Two are larger in size, and have
gable end facades with porches.

INDIVIDUAL SITES

—— i — —

The Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area alsocontains the following buildings
worthy of individual listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
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H.V. Messenger/John E. Elrick House, soutlwest corner of Vest Central
Avenuve and Buena Vista Avenue. This carly 20th century brick house is
unusual in Federalsburg for its eclectic,elaborate design. It was the home
of H.V. lessenger, prominent in the tomato canning industry, and by the 1930's
osned by John E. Elrick, another local businessman. The house combines
elements of the Colonial Revival in detailing such as voussoirs and keystones,
the Mediterranean, in its tile roof, an Oriental flavor in its roof lines,
and Prairie Style form and use of blocks, piers, banding and deep eaves. It
also features a qarage in similar design.(35)

Haneland, soutlmest commer of Lank and Charles Sticets, the WhiteATilliars=on
House, was built ca, 1839, It was formerly the Methodist Episcopal Church
parsonage and was moved to its present site from a location on Main Street.(3g)

_Zi._gp_ Methodist Episcopal Church, 0ld Denton Road, built in 1913, This frame

church, now aluminum sided, has historically served a black congregation. It
features stained glass windows, and retains ornuental woodwork in its towver.37)

Goslin House, 205 West Central Avenue, is a two story frame house with the
only mansard roof in Federalsburg, and was originally the hame of Senator

E. E. Goslin. Prior to the construction of West Central Avenue in the first
decade of the 20th century, this property extended as far east as Main Street,
and at one time featured extensive lawns and gardens. A wing of this house
has been moved to Park Lane (206-208) and the house itself has been aluminum

sided. (38)

House, 303 E;i;dmtf_ge_t, like the house across from it at 304 Academy, (see

below) is one of the best of the group of houses of similar age and type on
this street. It retains its elaborate wooden porch and decorative gable

woodwork. (39)

House, 304 Academy Street, like #303, one of the best in this group, also
has a fine wooden porch and wooden gable ornament, as well as a projecting
three sided bay unit on the east side. (40)

SIGIIFICANCE

The historic resources contained within the Federalsburg Multiple
Resource Area represent aspects of the development resulting from the town's
commercial and industrial growth from the mid-19th century into the early
20th century. Federalsburg, an important Eastern Shore milling, shiobuilding,
shipping and industrial center located at the junctionof river, rail and road
routes, experienced its greatest growth 'in the late 19th century and early
20th century. This growth is clearly docurented in the two districts and
six individual buildings which have been described.
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The two districts are primarily residential and contain well-pre-
served and cohesive groupings of buildings, which retain intecrity of design,
form, scale, and setting, creating streetscapes in which there are fav losses,
gaps, or modern intrusions. The six individual buildings of National Register
l;qtls:lality all have architectural and/or historical significance in Federalsburg's
tory.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes ___

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no___
Corlril, fes.

Property Name:  Federalsburg Municipal Water Tower Inventory Number:  CAR-285
Address: Corner of Morris and Vernon Avenues City: Federalsburg Zip Code: 21632
County: Caroline USGS Topographic Map: Federalsburg
Owner: Town of Federalsburg [s the property being evaluated a district? _ yes
Tax Parcel Number: 595 Tax Map Number: 201 Tax Account ID Number: n/a
Project:  Federalsburg Water Tower Replacement Project Agency: Town of Federalsburg
Site visit by MHT Staff: X 1o yes Name: Date:
Is the property located within a historic district? _x yes _ no

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: CAR-285

NR-listed district _ yes  Eligible district __ x _yes District Name: Federalsburg Multiple Resource District

Preparer’s Recommendation: ~ Contributing resource_ x yes  no Non-contributing but eligible in another context

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district)

Preparer’s Recommendation: Eligible yes no

Criteria: X A B & D Considerations: A B & D E F G x None

Documentation on the property/dlstrlct is presented in:

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The Municipal Water Tower lies within the Federalsburg Multiple Resource District (CAR-285; figures 1 and 2), which
encompasses the municipal boundaries. The tower sits near the Federalsburg West Historic District (CAR-338), but was not
included for determination of National Register of Historic Places eligibility in the District nomination. The stated goal of the
District nomination was to include resources that reflected the growth of Federalsburg from the mid-nineteenth century to the
early twentieth century.

During the middle decades of nineteenth century, the Town of Federalsburg grew around the lumber and shipbuilding
industries established along the northwest fork of the Nanticoke River, now called the Marshyhope Creek. During the final
decades of the nineteenth century, industrial growth occurred near the railroad built at the south end of town, which included
canning, especially of tomatoes, printing and paper plants, and saw and flour mills. The ability to ship by rail, road, and river
made the town a business and industrial center for the region. The early decades of the twentieth century in Federalsburg were
marked by continued population and industrial growth, and a focus on civic improvements. Civic improvements included
establishing parks, upgrading and expanding water service, and installing a sewer system.

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended
riteriaz  )]CA_ B X C_ D Considerations: A B __C__D E__F__ G __ None
omments:

MW i [I/ZTos

iew ce of Preservation Services Date
/, ANy — 1 /2// of
Revlewer, Nlﬂ3I rogram Date
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Continuation Sheet No. 1 CIM -2%-

The Federalsburg Municipal Water Tower*

In 1927, the Town of Federalsburg contracted with Chicago Bridge and Iron Works for the design and installation of a
150,000 gallon water tower on Morris Avenue (figure 3). Standing at just over one hundred feet tall, the steel plate,
hemispherical bottom tank sits on posts using a truss design. The posts are anchored to concrete piers. The company constructed
the tower and tank at its shops, then assembled the parts on site at the highest point in town. Founded in 1889, and still in
business making storage tanks, the Chicago Bridge and Iron Works designed and installed the first full hemispherical bottom
water tank in Fort Dodge, lowa in 1894 (Chicago Bridge and Iron Company 2005, http://www.cbi.com/about/history.aspx).

The water tower was a critical component in Federalsburg’s water supply system. The tank formed part of a water supply and
distribution system that consisted of two eighteen-inch diameter Kelley reinforced concrete wells, each sunk just over forty feet
deep. A pumping station held two electric motor-driven centrifugal pumps, and one gas engine-driven centrifugal pump, for
total delivery capacity of 1500 gallons per minute, which matched the capacity of the wells. The delivery system consisted of
six and eight inch cast-iron pipes, with smaller mains supplying sparsely populated parts of town, and areas outside of the town
limits. In addition to providing residential and commercial water service, the system supplied fifty-five hydrants (from 4n
Historical Souvenir of Federalsburg, 1932). For systems lacking a natural means of obtaining a gravity-fed water supply, water
towers were an inexpensive solution for maintaining sufficient water pressure delivery. Water towers also generally held a
day’s supply of water for use if pumps failed. In addition, the improved performance of the water system reduced fire insurance
rates where used.

National Register of Historic Places Eligibility

The Municipal Water Tower is eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A,
structures that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; and
Criterion C, structures that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent
the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

The Water Tower is a contributing element to the Federalsburg Multiple Resource District, and the Federalsburg West
Historic District in that it is a resource that reflects the growth of Federalsburg from the mid-nineteenth century to the early
twentieth century, especially in the area of civic improvements. The water tower retains integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The tower and tank design is a modified version of the type of assembly first
introduced by the Chicago Bridge and Iron Company. The Company designed, constructed, and installed the tank and tower
assembly at its present location. Since its installation, the paint color has been changed, but no other modifications are evident.
The area surrounding the tower has changed from a mix of residential lots, and open space, to solely a residential district;
however, the change in setting does not compromise its significance.

*The Town of Federalsburg is replacing the two water towers used for its water supply system, the M&M Refrigeration Water
Tower and the Municipal Water Tower, with a single tower of larger capacity. The two existing towers will be removed. As
requested by the Maryland Historical Trust, this form and a series of black and white photographs serve as mitigation for the
removal of the Municipal Water Tower.

Prepared by:  Heite Consulting Inc. Date Prepared: August 22, 2005
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A
Figure 1: Seaford 100,000 scale USGS topographic map, showing the location of Federalsburg, Maryland.
e
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Figure 2: Federalsburg 7.5 minute USGS topographic map, indicating the location of the Federalsburg Municipal
Water Tower. The tower sits within the Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area (CAR-285), and the vicinity of the

Federalsburg West Historic District (CAR-338).
Date Prepared: August 22, 2005

Prepared by: ~ Heite Consulting Inc.
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IINTRODUCTIQ

This infomratiaon has been canpiled to revuest a determination of
iational Register eligibility for historie resomees within the Foderalsburg
Inltiple Resource Area, for Federalsburg's Cavnnity Develomeent Block Grant

program.

_ The overall boundaries of the Federalsbhurg raltinle Resource Frea ore
contiguous with the tavn's present corporate boundaries, Within this area,
there are o historic districts, the VWest District and the Last District,
and six buildings likely to be eligible individually for the Matiocnal Pegister.

The present appearance of much of Federalsburg today reflects the town's
orovth and prosperity in the 19th century as a milling, shipbuilding, shipoing,
and industrial center. The tovn's riverside location on the northvest fork
of the Nanticoke River,or Marshyhope Creeck as it is now called, at an inpartant
river crossing led to t.he develcpment of water povered mills, a s!upbm.ld.z.ng
industry, and to its popularity as a transportation and shipping center in
the 19th century and early 20th century.

The town first grew around the mills on the northern edge of the present
to.n center. Exeter Mill, burnt in the early 20th century, appears to have
been in operation since the early 18th century; originally a g'rist and saw
mill operation, the camplex later included a carding mill and an iron furnace
in the 19th century. The town center itself grew along Main Street and Dridge
Street (now Central Avenue). First called "Pine Grove", then "Nortlmest Fork
Bridge" and "Bridge", the town had stores, taverns and churches by the late
18th century. By 1793, the name was changed to Federalsburg, probably for the

Federalist party.

By the mid-19th century, the saw mills were producing lumber for ships
built and launched at the wharves at the south end of town, where trading
ships tied up. Nothing remains of this area today. Throughout much of the
19th century, Main and Bridge remained the main streets, and the town had only
scattered buildings. In the closing decades of the century, Federalsburg
enjoyed a period of grosth and prosperity, as a result of the town's industrial
development in the southern end of town in the area of the newly built railroad
tracks. The canning industry was especially important, with tomatoes a lead-
ing product. Other small industries located in this area were printing and
. paper plants and saw and flour mills. The town became a business and industrial
center for the surrounding area, due to its sh:.ppmg facilities by river, rail-
road and roadways. The town was active in improving its roads, and was proud
of its innovative oyster shell roads which aided truck transportation.

The town's industrial growth brought a population increase and a derand
for nev housing and services. By the turn of the century, Federalsburg con-
sidered itself one of the Eastern Shore's more progressive smaller towns, with
rany new buildings, streets, and industries. This growth, and civic :Lrprc“‘r"
ments such as parks and public utilities, continued into the early decades of

the 20th century.
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Federalsburg's historic resources larvely reflect its period of
greatest growth from the mid 19th century to the carly decades of the 20th
century, and are generally resicdential in character. Fcv of Federalsburg's
carliest buildings remain within the limits of the rultiple Resource Area.
Located north of Federalsburg hovever, and outside the boundaries of the
Multiple Resource Area, are Exeter, on the National Pegister, Herring Hill,
another local landrark, and the site of the Exeter mill conplex, all fram the
town's carlier period.

Within the town, historic resources are concentrated along two of
Federalsburg's oldest streets. The VWest District is centered along Main
Street and several streets to the west of Main, and the Fast District is
concentrated in the area of East Central Avenue and adjoining sticets. ‘The
individual sites are located throughout Federalsburg, all on the west side
of the river,

WEST DISTRICT

——— —

The West District includes huildings on both sides of Main Street, fram
west of the intersection with Park Lane/0ld Denton Road, to the intersection
with Railroad Avenue on the south. It also includes sections of Park Lane(3)
from North Main to Morris Avenue; a section of both sides of Greenridge Street(8),
west of Park Lane: and both sides of a section of West Central Avenuc(9-12)between
Main Street and Park Lane. The district is principally residential in
character; the downtown commercial section of Main and Central Avenues is
caposed of modern cammercial buildings, with only a few buildings of
architectural or historical significance.(7,13,14)

.. The northwest edge of the district, on North Main Street (1-7) (Bloomingdale
Avenue), is sharply defined by rodern houses to the west on Blcomingdale.
Similarly, on Greenridge Street, modern houses to the west abrnuptly mark the
end of the district. Most of the houses excluded from the district on the
east side of Park Lane, on the block of Greenridge between Main and Park, and
on the other residential streets in the area west of Main Street, are either
of modern construction or of little architectural quality, and lack cohesiveness

in streetscape.

Most of the streets incliuvded within the district were among the earliest
to be laid out: these streets, and many of the buildings still remaining today,
appear on historical atlases of the mid and later 19th century and/or on a
USGS quad map of 1905. These streets still largely reflect their turn of the
century appearance, with few intrusions or gaps.

Along these streets are good groupings of residences dating from the mid-
19th century to the early 20th century, most in good condition and many
retaining their original decoration and/or!siding. Those with modern siding
retain their original form and same decoration. Uniformity of scale. height
(2-3 stories), construction (frame) setting (small to medium yards, one story
porches, and set near the street) help to unify the following several common
house types and create cohesive streetscapes. Several recurring house types
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EAST DISTRICT

! The East District is a residential area located on the east side of
Marshyhope Creek, and is separated from the Vest District by the river, by
several rodern comercial buildings on both banks of the river and by open
space on the east bank (20). It is camprised of buildings on both sides of rost
of East Central Avenue, most of both sides of Liberty Street from East Central
- to Charbers, and a group of buildings along Davis Street. The district is
bounded on the south and east by modern houses and new industrial and carmercial
buildings, and by a group of small plain houses east of the district on East

Central Avenve.

East Central Avenue, (21-26) onc of the original routes through Federalsburg,
still largely reflects its 19th-early 20th century appxearance, and prescents an
unbroken, uniform streetscape of 2-3 story frane lwouses set close to the road
in small-medium size yards, all with one story porches, ich like streetscapes
in the West District. Liberty Street (27-29) continues this kind of
streetscape and like East Central Avenue, most of the houses are of the types,
previously described in the West District and in a similar state of preservation.
An unusual house in this district is the house at 206 East Central, a Tudor-
bungalow cambination with double gabled front facade and simulated half-timber-
ing (22). Same of the most substantial houses in the district are located on
the West end of East Central nearest the river, as at 120 and 122. (21).

On Davis St., off East Central Avenue, is a group of houses (30-34) of a
somawhat different character but visually linked to the rest of the district
by a park-like setting and driveway, as well as historical association. These
are a group of small frame houses which at one time housed workers at the Davis
family poultry and feed campany. The Davis family lived nearby on East Central
Avenue. This street and buildings appear on the 1905 USGS map. The houses are
of two rain types: larcver gable ended, narrow two story houses with porches,
and smaller two story houses with a shed rcofed addition to the side. At least
one of these, the Davis House at 109 A. Davis St. was moved here from Central Avent
in 1963 (30). The main 1lX% story section of it has been described as an important
exarple of early domestic architecture and frame construction in Caroline County
(MIT survey files). It was probably built by Cain Ross between 1794-1800, and
is one of the earliest buildings in Federalsburg. The west two story section
is a later addition, and resembles parts of the other buildings in this group.

lost of the buildings in the group are in good conditionand retain their
original clapboarding: one is shingled. 7Two are larger in size, and have
gable end facades with porches.

INDIVIDUAL SITES

—— e — — — —

The Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area alsocontains the following buildings
worthy of individual listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
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H.V. Fessenger/John E. Elrick House, soutlwest corner of West Central
Avenue and Buena Vista Avenue. This ecarly 20th century brick house is
unusual in Federalsburg for its eclectic,elaborate design. It was the home
of H.V. liessenger, prominent in the tomato canning industry, and by the 1930's
osned by John E. Elrick, another local businessman. The house cambines

- elements of the Colonial Revival in detailing such as voussoirs and keystones,
the Mediterranean, in its tile roof, an Oriental flavor in its roof lines,
and Prairie Style form and use of blocks, piers, banding and deep eaves. It
also features a garage in similar design.(35)

Haneland, soutlwest corner of Lank and Charles Stroets, the WhiteAfilliarson
House, was built ca. 1839. It was formerly the Methodist Episcopal Church
parsonage and was moved to its present site fram a location on Main Street.(3g)

Zion Methodist Episcopal Church, Old Denton Road, built in 1913, This frame

church, now aluminum sided, has historically served a black congregation. It
features stained glass windows, and retains ornwnental woodwork in its tover.(3/)

Goslin House, 205 West Central Avenue, is a two story frame house with the
only mansard roof in Federalsburg, and was originally the home of Senator

E. E. Goslin, Prior to the construction of West Central Avenue in the first
decade of the 20th century, this property extended as far east as Main Street,
and at one time featured extensive lawns and gardens. A wing of this house
has been moved to Park Lane (206-208) and the house itself has been aluminum

sided. (38)

House, 303 Academy Street, like the house across from it at 304 Academy, (see

s ———————. i ——

this street. It retains .its elaborate wooden porch and decorative gable
woodwork. (39)

House, 304 Academy Street, like #303, one of the best in this group, also
has a fine wooden porch and wooden gable ornament, as well as a projecting
three sided bay unit on the east side. (40)

SIGHIFICANCE

The historic resources contained within the Federalsburg Multiple
Resource Area represent aspects of the development resulting from the town's
commercial and industrial growth from the mid-19th century into the early
20th century. Federalsburg, an important Eastern Shore milling, shiobuilding,
shipping and industrial center located at the junctionof river, rail and roac
routes, experienced its greatest growth in the late 19th century and early
20th century. This growth is clearly docurented in the two districts and
six individual buildings which have been described.
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The two districts are primarily residential and contain well-pre-
served and cohesive groupings of buildings, which retain intecrity of design,
form, scale, and setting, creating streetscapes in which there are fow losses, .
gaps, or modern intrusions. The six individual buildings of National Pegister
ﬁgty all have architectural and/or historical significance in Federalsburg's
ry.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes ___

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no___
Conlrd. ResS ,
Property Name: M&M Refrigeration Water Tower Inventory Number: ~ CAR-285
Address: Caroline Industrial Park, 412 Railroad Avenue _ City: Federalsburg Zip Code: 21632
County: Caroline USGS Topographic Map: Federalsburg
Owner: Town of Federalsburg Is the property being evaluated a district? ___ yes
Tax Parcel Number: 256 Tax Map Number: 201 Tax Account ID Number: n/a
Project: Federalsburg Water Tower Replacement Project Agency: Town of Federalsburg
Site visit by MHT Staff: ~ x no ___yes Name: Date:
Is the property located within a historic district? _x yes no
If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: CAR-285
NR-listed district _yes  Eligible district __ x _yes District Name: Federalsburg Multiple Resource District
Preparer’s Recommendation: ~ Contributing resource_yes  no Non-contributing but eligible in another context  x

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district)

Preparer’s Recommendation: Eligible yes no

Criteria: A B X C D Considerations: A x B 8! D x E F G None

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:
Town of Federalsburg Municipal Re ;

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The M&M Refrigeration Water Tower lies within the Federalsburg Multiple Resource District (CAR-285; figures 1 and
2), which encompasses the municipal boundaries. The tower sits near the Federalsburg West Historic District (CAR-338), but
was not included for determination of National Register of Historic Places eligibility in the District nomination. The stated goal
of the District nomination was to include resources that reflected the growth of Federalsburg from the mid-nineteenth century

to the early twentieth century.

During the middle decades of nineteenth century, the Town of Federalsburg grew around the lumber and shipbuilding
industries established along the northwest fork of the Nanticoke River, now called the Marshyhope Creek. During the final
decades of the nineteenth century, industrial growth occurred near the railroad built at the south end of town, which included
canning, especially of tomatoes, printing and paper plants, and saw and flour mills. The ability to ship by rail, road, and river
made the town a business and industrial center for the region. The early decades of the twentieth century in Federalsburg were
marked by continued population and industrial growth, and a focus on civic improvements. Civic improvements included
establishing parks, upgrading and expanding water service, and installing a sewer system.

Eligibility not recommended
D Considerations: AK B C D E F G __ None
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The M&M Refrigeration Water Tower*

In the 1950s, the Caroline Poultry Company bought, moved, and installed the water tower sitting in the Caroline
Industrial Park. Constructed in 1921 by the Chicago Bridge and Iron Company, the water tower once served the needs of a
railroad in Connecticut. The steel plate, hemispherical bottom tank sits on posts using a truss design. The posts are anchored to
concrete piers. Founded in 1889, and still in business making storage tanks, the Chicago Bridge and Iron Works designed and
installed the first full hemispherical bottom water tank in Fort Dodge, lowa in 1894 (Chicago Bridge and Iron Company 2005,
http://www.cbi.com/about/history.aspx). The 100,000 gallon capacity tank helped to ensure a continuous supply of water for
industrial purposes, and likely reduced fire insurance costs for the company.

National Register of Historic Places Eligibility

The M&M Refrigeration Water Tower is not eligible as a contributing element to the Federalsburg Multiple Resource
District, or the Federalsburg West Historic District. However, it is eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic
Places under Criterion C, structures that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual distinction. The tower and tank design is representative of the type of assembly
introduced by the Chicago Bridge and Iron Company. Such tank and tower combinations can be found throughout the United
States, it being a popular and affordable solution to addressing the desire for reliable water supply systems for small
municipalities, industrial and manufacturing complexes, and railroads.

The M&M Refrigeration Water Tower retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and feeling. While not
installed at its original location, it is not primarily significant for this reason, and, therefore, satisfies Criteria consideration B.
Similarly, setting, and association have changed from the time of its original installation; however, it does sit an environment
suitable to the historic use and association of towers of the same design, and, therefore, satisfies Criteria consideration E.

*The Town of Federalsburg is replacing the two water towers used for its water supply system, the M&M Refrigeration Water
Tower and the Municipal Water Tower, with a single tower of larger capacity. The two existing towers will be removed. As
requested by the Maryland Historical Trust, this form and a series of black and white photographs serve as mitigation for the
removal of the M&M Refrigeration Water Tower.

Prepared by:  Heite Consulting Inc. Date Prepared: ~September 16, 2005
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Figure 1: Seaford 100,000 scale USGS topographic map, showing the location of Federalsburg, Maryland.

Prepared by:  Heite Consulting Inc. Date Prepared:  September 16, 2005
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Figure 2: Federalsburg 7.5 minute USGS topographic map, indicating the location of the M&M Refrigeration
Water Tower. The tower sits within the Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area (CAR-285), and the vicinity of the
Federalsburg West Historic District (CAR-338).

Prepared by:  Heite Consulting Inc. Date Prepared:  September 16, 2005
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DESCRIPTIQN

————

Federalsburg's historic resources larcely reflect its period of
greatest growth from the mid 19th century to the early decades of the 20th
century, and are generally resicential in character. Feowv of Federalsburg's
carliest buildings remain within the limits of the IMultiple Resource Arca.
Located north of Federalsburg however, and outside the boundaries of the
Multiple Resource Area, are Exeter, on the National Register, Herring Hill,
another local landrark, and the site of the Exeter mill conplex, all fram the
town's carlier period.

Within the town, historic resources are concentrated along two of
Federalsburg's oldest streets. The Vest District is centered along Main
Street and several streets to the west of Main, and the Fast District is
concentrated in the area of East Central Avenue and adjoining stivets. ‘The
individual sites are located throughout Federalsburg, all on the west side
of the river,

WEST DISTRICT

The West District includes huildings on both sides of Main Street, fram
west of the intersection with Park Lane/0ld Denton Road, to tha intersection
with Railroad Avenue on the south. It also includes sections of Park Lane(3)
from North Main to Morris Avenue; a section of both sides of Greenridge Street(8),
west of Park Lane; and both sides of a section of West Central Avenuc(9-12)between
Main Street and Park Lane. The district is principally residential in
character; the downtown commercial section of Main and Central Avenues is
camposed of modern commercial buildings, with only a few buildings of
architectural or historical significance.(7,13,14)

.. The northwest edge of the district, on North Main Street (1-7) (Bloomingdale
Avenue) , is sharply defined by rocdern houses to the west on Blocomingdale.
Similarly, on Greenridge Street, modern houses to the west abruptly mark the
end of the district. Most of the houses excluded from the district on the
east side of Park lLane, on the block of Greenridge between Main and Park, and
on the other residential streets in the area west of Main Street, are either
of modern construction or of little architectural quality, and lack cochesiveness
in streetscape.

Most of the streets incliuvded within the district were among the earliest
to be laid out; these streets, and many of the buildings still remaining today,
appear on historical atlases of the mid and later 19th century and/or on a
USGS quad map of 1905. These streets still largely reflect their turn of the
century appearance, with few intrusions or gaps.

Along these streets are good groupings of residences dating fram the mid-
19th century to the early 20th century, most in good condition and many
retaining their original decoration and/or’siding. Those with modern siding
retain their original form and same decoration. Uniformity of scale, height
(2-3 stories), constructian (frame) setting (small to medium yards, one story
porches, and set near the street) help to unify the following several cammon
house types and create cohesive streetscapes. Several recurring house types
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EAST DISTRICT

——— e e e & e

/ The East District is a residential area located on the east side of
Marshyhope Creek, and is separated from the Vest District by the river, by
several rodern cammercial buildings on both banks of the river and by open
space on the east bank (20), It is comprised of buildings on both sides of rost
of East Central Avenue, most of both sides of Liberty Street from East Central
- to Charbers, and a group of buildings along Davis Street. The district is
- bounded on the south and east by modern houses and new industrial and camercial

buildings, and by a group of small plain houses east of the district on East
Central Avenvue. .

East Central Avenue, (21-26) onc of the original routes throuch Federalsburg,
still largely reflects its 19th-early 20th century appcarance, and prescnts an
unbroken, uniform streetscape of 2-3 story frane houses set close to the road
in small-medium size yards, all with one story porches, much like streetscapes
in the West District. Liberty Street (27-29) continues this kind of
streetscape and like East Central Avenue, rost of the houses are of the types,
previously described in the West District and in a similar state of preservation.
An unusual house in this district is the house at 206 East Central, a Tudor-
bungalow cambination with double gabled front facade and simulated half-timber-
ing (22). Same of the most substantial houses in the district are located on
the test end of East Central nearest the river, as at 120 and 122. (21).

On Davis St.,, off East Central Avenue, is a group of houses (30-34) of a
somawhat different character but visually linked to the rest of the district
by a park-like setting and driveway, as well as historical association. These
are a group of small frame houses which at one time housed workers at the Davis
family poultry and feed campany. The Davis family lived nearby on East Central
Avenue. This street and buildings appear on the 1905 USGS map. The houses are
of two nain types: larcver gable ended, narrow two story houses with porches,
and smaller two story houses with a shed roofed acddition to the side. At least
one of these, the Davis House at 109 A. Davis St. was moved here from Central Avent
in 1963 (30). The main 1k story section of it has been described as an important
exarple of early domestic architecture and frame construction in Caroline County
(MUT survey files). It was probably built by Cain Ross between 1794-1800, and
is one of the earliest buildings in Federalsburg. The west two story section
is a later addition, and resembles parts of the other buildings in this group.

lost of the buildings in the group are in good conditionand retain their
original clapboarding: one is shingled. Two are larger in size, and have
gable end facades with porches.

DIDIVIDUAL. SITES

The Federalsburg Multiple Resource Area alsocontains the following buildings
worthy of individual listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
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H.V. Messenger/John E. Elrick House, soutlwest corner of West Central
Avenue and Buena Vista Avenue. This early 20th century brick house is
unusual in Federalsburg for its eclectic,elaborate design. It was the home
of H.V. lessenger, praminent in the tomato canning industry, and by the 1930's
o~ned by John E. Elrick, another local businessman. The house combines

- elements of the Colonial Revival in detailing such as voussoirs and kevstoncs,
the Mediterranean, in its tile roof, an Oriental flavor in its roof lines,
and Prairie Style form and use of blocks, piers, banding and deep eaves. It
also features a garage in similar design.(35)

Hareland, soutlmest corner of Lank and Charles Stivets, the WhiteATilliorson
House, was built ca, 1839. It was formerly the Methodist Episcopal Church
parsonage and was moved to its present site from a location on Main Street.(3g)

_Z}_c_:n Methodist Episcopal Church, Old Denton Road, built in 1913, This frare

church, now aluminum sided, has historically served a black congregation. It
features stained glass windows, and retains ornuental woodwork in its toqor.(a‘”

Goslin House, 205 West Central Avenue, is a two story frame house with the
only mansard roof in Federalsburg, and was originally the hame of Senator

E. E. Goslin. Prior to the construction of West Central Avenue in the first
decade of the 20th century, this property extended as far east as Main Street,
and at one time featured extensive lawns and gardens. A wing of this house
has been moved to Park Lane (206-208) and the house itself has been aluminum

sided. (38)

House, 303 Academy Street, like the house across from it at 304 Academy, (see

this street. It retains .its elaborate wooden porch and decorative gable
woodwork. (39)

House, 304 Academy Street, like #303, one of the best in this group, also
Ras a fine wocden porch and wooden gable ornament, as well as a projecting
three sided bay unit on the east side. (40)

SIGIIFICANCE

The historic resources contained within the Federalsburg Multiple
Resource Area represent aspects of the development resulting from the town's
commercial and industrial growth from the mid-19th century into the early
20th century. Federalsburg, an important Eastern Shore milling, shiobuilding,
shipping and industrial center located at the junctionof river, rail and roac
routes, experienced its greatest growth in the late 19th century and early
20th century. This growth is clearly docurented in the two districts and
six individual buildings which have been described.
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The two districts are primarily residential and contain well-pre-
served and cohesive groupings of buildings, which retain intecrity of design,
form, scale, and setting, creating streetscapes in which there are fow losses, .
gaps, or modern intrusions. The six individual buildings of National Register
ﬁlity all have architectural and/or historical significance in Federalsbury's
tory.
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